THE SUMMER ADJOURNMENT
A SPEECH DELIVERED  IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
AUGUST 2, 1939
July 3. The Prime Minister in the House of Commons announces
that reports point to large scale military measures in and
around Danzig,
July 4, Agreement made between Germany and Italy by which
the German inhabitants in Southern Tyrol are to
be transported to the Reich. About 200,000 persons
are affected.
July 15. Count Ciano, Italian Foreign Secretary, returns from an
official msit to Spain without effecting an Italo-Spanish
treaty.
July 27. The Opposition in the House of Commons proposes that
in view of the international situation Parliament, after
rising on August 4, should meet again two weeks later for
a statement. Mr. Chamberlain declines.
August 2. Mr. Chamberlain proposes that the House rise from
August 4 until October 3. This is attacked from all sides
of the House, but the Prime Minister is unmoved and has
his way,
[August 2, 1939.
I MUST say I regret the terms of the Government's Motion, and,
although not altogether for the same reasons, I find myself en-
dorsing the pleas which have been advanced from both the Opposition
parties in the House. But I still hope that the Prime Minister has
not said his last word on this subject. It is in that hope that I
venture to offer a few reasons for my opposition to the Motion.
This House is sometimes disparaged in this country, but abroad it
counts. Abroad, the House of Commons is counted, and especially
in dictator countries, as a most formidable expression of the British
national will and an instrument of that will in resistance to aggres-
sion. Surely that is a fact which must be admitted. The dictators
themselves have not been slow to notice that minority opinion in
this House has seemed in one way to influence the course of Govern-
ment action. It is in accordance with minority opinion in this
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